


It’s common sense to close windows and doors when the 

AC or heat is running. After all, 50 percent of your home 

energy expense is cooling and heating. But what if your 

conditioned air is leaking out of closed windows and 

doors? The solution is also common sense (and easy): seal 

with caulk and weatherstripping.

Finding Leaks. Some air leaks in external windows and 

doors you can see or feel (don’t forget the entries into the 

attic and garage). You’re losing air if you can remove a 

piece of paper from the edge of a closed door or window. 

For other leaks, hire a professional.

Caulking. Use caulk to seal cracks and joints in window 

and door frames, as well as the joints between a frame 

and wall.  Be sure to buy the right caulk for each surface, 

and read all directions. For best results, clean the surfaces 

thoroughly, remove old caulk, and apply on a dry day. 

Weatherstripping.  To seal the openings of doors and 

windows, you need weatherstripping or door sweeps 

(between the threshold and bottom of a door). Like caulk, 

weatherstripping comes in different types and materials. 

Get help at the store to choose the appropriate type and 

material.  Clean the surfaces well, install, and enjoy the 

energy savings of a snug house.

Electric price for 1,000 kilowatt-hours

  April May

Base charge, residential $4.50 $4.50

KWH base charge $73.57 $73.57

Power cost adjustment $59.84 $59.84

Total $137.91 $137.91


